WESTBURY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th SEPTEMBER 2017 IN WESTBURY VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:
L Hurdley (Chairman), D Sandbach, P Williams, R Williams Mrs. S Benniman, Mrs. G Owen, Mrs. C Harvey, R Hemming, R Briscoe, L Hurdley, Miss C Pryce, Ms A Adams, Councillor E Potter, the clerk, Sian Lines and  Mr Philip Sell, Diocesan Education Department and members of the public.

APOLOGIES for absence:

 None.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
None. 

406.
THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 5th July 2017 having been pre circulated were proposed 
and accepted following alteration to attendance and apologies by Cllr. C. Pryce and Cllr. R. Briscoe.

407.
MATTERS arising from those minutes. None. 
408.
PARISH MATTERS 

408.1
Police Report circulated and on file.  Ross Cookson is Jon Summerfield’s replacement. Noted. 

408.2
Unitary Councillors Report.  Ed Potter noted two important consultations-parking and library.  An LJC 

area meeting to be held on 21.09.17 (Cllr Sandbach will attend.)  Shropshire Council does not support 

the takeover of Shropshire Fire Service by the Police Commissioner.  EP attended a meeting regarding 

the future of the Westbury School site and emailed the clerk accordingly.

408.3
St Mary's C of E School/letter from Diocese.   Hope, Westbury and Worthen have amalgamated on 

one site in Worthen which resulted in the closure of Westbury and Hope schools. The outcome is 


thought to be a good viable school for the future.  The closed sites are to be sold and profits 


realised could be used for the Worthen site.  The diocese advised that until a Section 554 orders is 

granted the proceeds of sale cannot be used for educational purposes outside of Westbury.


There should be Trustees looking after Westbury school and housem. Currently these are not 


evident 
or active.  Trustees must be appointed so that the properties can be repaired and sold.  The 

plan is to sell the school property to include the school buildings and playing area but not the house.  



There was a Trust in place as evidenced in documents from the 1800’s and 1902. The Education 


Authority for the Diocese has made extensive enquiries and has been investigating for a year.  In 

2000, Westbury governors made an historic search.  Westbury Governors have acted as trustees 


however as the school has closed the governing body is no longer in existence.  Trustees are required 

to enable the continued insurance and maintenance of the properties.    The Diocese presented two 

option choices to the Westbury Parish Council in a letter dated 24.08.17. On File.


Cllr D Sandbach questioned the legal ownership of the site and buildings and suggested Westbury 

parish council take legal advice as the buildings could be an asset for Westbury.  The Diocese 


reiterated that their solicitors had looked at this in great detail and assured the parish council that 

the details contained in the letter were correct.  The Diocese and Shropshire Council been searching 

for documents for a year and could find nothing further.   


Cllr S Benniman – arrived at the meeting at 8pm.



Cllr D Sandbach proposed that the parish council look to take legal advice and the Clerk, Cllrs D 


Sandbach, A Adams and S Benniman look for documents.  He further proposed that the parish council 

work with the diocese to ensure that the property is insured.   An extraordinary meeting was 


scheduled for 4th October, 2017.  Following a unanimous vote the clerk and councillors were 


instructed to proceed.   


408.4
Highways – no issues.

408.5
Playing Fields – R Parry reported that items in the ROSPA report do not require attention.

408.6
The Mound/Hedge reduction.   A quote for £1830 for hedge reduction/4 days work/clearance.  Cllr G 

Owen proposed this quote was accepted (u).  The clerk to instruct works.


408.7
Community Led Road Safety Concerns.  Clerk instructed to resubmit previous concerns.   


408.8
Shropshire Council can supply electricity for street lamps £255 exc vat: dusk till dawn. N Power 


is £667 exc vat.  Following a unanimous vote the clerk was instructed to switch supply.


408.9
Notice board in Fords Heath.   Clerk instructed to obtain quotes.  
409.  
PLANNING MATTERS

409.1.
17/03904/LBC Nox House, Cruckton- no objection (u).

409.2.
Draft Policy noted.  Clerk instructed to amend standing orders.  Cllr. Sandbach and Cllr. Williams (u).
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410.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

410.1.
Parish accounts accepted, approved and authorised for payment. Cllr. Jones and Cllr. Briscoe (u).

410.2.
Annual Audit returned and notice of inspection displayed. Noted.
411.
REPORTS of Meetings and correspondence.

411.1
Shropshire Council’s Cabinet approved the amalgamation of the three primary schools in the Hope 

Worthen Westbury federation with effect from 1 September 2017.  This will lead to the closure of 

Hope and St Mary’s on 31 August 2017.  The school will be renamed Long Mountain CofE (VC) 


Primary School. Noted.

411.2
Draft Library Strategy Consultation an online survey is available https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/ (click 

on the Get Involved page) paper copies of the survey will be available from libraries.  Noted.

411.3
Shropshire Council's Draft Parking Strategy, Shirehall, 11.09.17 at 5.15-7.15 pm. Clerk to attend.

411.4.
Proposed meeting of the Loton, Longden, Ford and Rea Valley LJC 21.09.17. Cllr Sandbach to attend. 
412.
QUESTIONS from members of the public.

412.1
Commemorative Benches require painting.  It is hoped this work will be carried out in October.

412.2
Railway truck – Cllr Caroline Pryce will contact Stuart Tomlins.

412.3
Powell Field – The Trustee documents state that trustees should be a parish councillor, the vicar and 

a church warden.  Current Trustees are C Pryce and D Tomlins. 
413.
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN DECLARED

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21:10 HOURS

	ACTIONS
	
	

	408.3
	Take legal advice.

Search for Trustee details and relevant documents at Shropshire council and in archives.

Contact Shropshire Council  to ascertain position in regards to maintenance, safety, security and insurance on school site.
	The Clerk

Cllr D Sandbach Cllr A Adams

Cllr S Benniman

	408.3
	Schedule an extraordinary meeting for 4th October, 2017.
	The Clerk

	408.6
	Playing Fields - hedge reduction and clear up. 
	The Clerk

	408.7
	Community Led Road Safety Concerns resubmit previous concerns.   
	The Clerk

	408.8
	Switch Electricity supply for street lamps to Shropshire Council. 
	The Clerk

	408.9
	Obtain quotes for a notice board in Fords Heath.     
	The Clerk

	409.2
	Amend Planning Policy in standing orders. 
	The Clerk

	411.3
	Attend Shropshire Council's Draft Parking Strategy meeting.
	The Clerk

	411.4
	Attend proposed meeting of the Loton, Longden, Ford and Rea Valley LJC 21.09.17. 
	Cllr D Sandbach

	412.1

	Paint and Install Memorial Bench.
	Cllr G Owen

	412.2

	Contact Stuart Tomlins regarding Railway Truck.
	Cllr C Pryce


NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD 1st November at 19.30
